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Nature Play: A Posthumanist Turn

Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie  Southern Cross University

Abstract
Recent analysis in childhood studies identifies that early childhood education researchers have readily
framed childhood as a social or cultural construct devoid of nature (Cutter-Mackenzie, Edwards, Moore,
& Boyd, 2014; Malone, 2016; Taylor, 2013, 2017). Early childhood education though has it roots in
nature where over 250 years ago Rousseau (2003/1762) recognised ‘Nature as the child’s best teacher’;
what some consider a romantic notion of childhood and education (Austin, 2003). Taylor (2013,
2017) boldly argues to reclaim Nature from the romantics, signalling a turn towards a hybridised
collective understanding of nature-culture (Latour, 2004, 2013). Taylor (2013), re-citing Prout’s 2005
challenge, calls for early childhood scholars to “pursue ways of studying childhood that do not require
mutually exclusive choices between the assumed-to-be-purely-natural or the assumed-to-be-purely
cultural” (p.xix). In this presentation, | take up the challenge of a posthumanist turn in/of nature play

and its research, and the ‘sticky’ or ‘muddy’ theory-practice impasses.

Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie

Amy is a Professor at Southern Cross University, School of Education, in Sustainability, Environment and
Education. She is the Deputy Head of School Research & HDR Training for the School of Education, as well as
the Research Leader of the ‘Sustainability, Environment and Education’ (SEE) Research Cluster. Amy’s research
focuses on the conceptualisation and articulation of environmental education and sustainability in childhood,
schools, teacher education, higher education and urban/regional communities. Her current research is deeply
concerned with children’s ontologies in/as nature through socioecological and posthumanist theoretical
orientations. She has published over 150 refereed research outputs in the form of books, book chapters,

journal articles and creative works. Two recent books written by Amy are ‘Young Children’s Play and Early

()



Childhood Environmental Education’ (Springer, co-authored with Edwards, Moore & Boyd) and ‘The
Socioecological Educator’ (Springer, Co-edited with Wattchow, Jeans, Alfrey, Brown & O’Connor). She is also
currently the lead Editor on a Major Springer Works — the International Handbook and Companion on
ChildhoodNature (with Malone & Barratt Hacking). Amy is the Editor-in-Chief of the Australian Journal of
Environmental Education and Consulting Editor for the Journal of Environmental Education, the International

Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education and Educational Studies.

Amy is an Australian Association for Environmental Education Fellow (Life Achievement Award) for her
outstanding contribution to environmental education research. She has also been awarded a prestigious
Office of Learning and Teaching (OLT) National Teaching Excellence Award and Citation for Outstanding
Contributions to Student Learning for “leading school-community teaching and learning practices and
partnerships to influence, motivate and inspire pre-service education students and schools to engage in
environmental education and sustainability”. Recently her regional project ‘Climate Change + Me’ was named

as a finalist in the Australian Green Globes Awards.
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School garden: connecting children’s lifelong learning

Dr. Chung, Lai Ping Ellie
Lecturer, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong Kong

Researches find that school gardening provides opportunities for children to connect with
natural environments, such as plants, animals and insects. This kind of experiences plays a critical role
in shaping children’s life-long attitudes, values, and patterns of behavior toward natural environments,
including appreciation of the natural world; opportunities to experience the closeness to nature; as well
as respect for other creatures and their living habits. This can also develop their interest in and
appreciation of the world around them, in order to develop their positive attitude and behavior related
to environmental protection, recycling, reusing and living habits; as well as support children’s
emotional and physical health and well-being. This study was a single case study of a Hong Kong
school garden. A pre-school was selected purposively, which enabled the collection of qualitative data
from children to understand their experiences in connection with the gardening environment. Multiple
data collection methods included unstructured, participant and non-participant observations, as well as
semi-structured individual and group interviews. Thematic analysis was used to analyse the findings.
The findings highlight a number of areas that children got the senses of loving and protecting the

natural environment.

Keywords: Hong Kong early childhood education, school gardening, natural environment
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Hong Kong Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) curricula raises
students’ sustainability consciousness
Dr. Tamara Savelyeva
Department of International Education and Lifelong Learning

The Education University of Hong Kong

Analyzing the influence of ESD —related curricula on secondary school graduates , with a specific
focus on students’ self-perceived sustainability consciousness is crucially important (a) to supporting
a strategic goal of growing sustainability-minded citizens and (b) advancing implementation of
ESD curricula at all levels of Hong Kong educational system. In light of the recent international
demand for implementingl7 Sustainable Development Goals, set by the United Nations, this paper
shares the results of the two- year mixed-method study of sustainability consciousness of 5000 Hong
Kong students. The study revealed the uniqueness of Hong Kong educational approach to ESD
curriculum implementation, as well as distinct aspects of students’ sustainability consciousness:
future oriented (eschatological) views and values; high social imaginary ( “feasible utopia” ); and

engagement with complex sustainability issues.

Keywords: secondary school; students’ self-perceived sustainability consciousness; educational

approach to ESD curriculum implementation
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1. From HK International Airport to EQUHK
Take a taxi to HKIEd direct (about HK$350-HK$400), or
Take Airbus E41 to Tai Po Centre then change to bus 74K or taxi (about HK$40)
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2. From Shenzhen to EQUHK
Take MTR train from Lo Wu to Tai Po Market Station
then change to bus 74K or taxi (about HK$40)

()



HFRYEEEE I ARE
FHH AR ARSI AR R 2 £ 74K ey (ZUAH$40)

. From Hung Hom MTR Station to HKIEd

Take MTR train to Tai Po Market Station
then change to bus 74K or taxi (about HK$40)
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