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& Ef=E President’s Remarks

Dr. Ben CHOI
ACEI-HKM (2013-2015)

President’s Report

The Association for Childhood Education International — Hong Kong & Macau Chapter
(ACEI-HKM) has elected a new Executive Board in September 2013. The new Executive Board
will officiate from September 2013 to August 2015. The list of new EXCO members can be
read from the Nov 2013 Newsletter or ACEI-HKM website: www.acei-hkm.org.hk Dr. Ramsey

Koo, our former and first President, has been appointed the International Ambassador of the
Chapter under the new term of office. Mr. Michael Kam, our Past President, has been
elected the EXCO member of the Hong Kong Teachers’ Centre from 2014 as a representative
of the Chapter.

Three EXCO meetings have been called after the change of EXCO. The first meeting was held
on 19 October 2013 (Saturday), second on 14 December 2013 (Saturday) and the third on 1
May 2014 (Thurs). A Macau AGM was also held in Macau on 20 November 2013. Three new
Supervisory Board members in Macau have been appointed. They are Mr. Abel Fong, Dr.
Xiao Ming Guo, and Mr. Paul Yu.

A new issue of Newsletter has been published in 19 November 2013. The latest issue covers
a wide scope of substantial articles on educational issues in Hong Kong and Macau. Like
other publications of ACEI-HKM, the Newsletter can also be downloaded under the
Newsletter Manu from the Chapter’s web site. Readers are welcome to have a browse of the

well-written and timely manuscripts about education in the two regions.

The year has also seen a re-editing of publication contents in the web site since 19
November 2013. Readers can now find an outline of publications (2003-2014) by the Chapter.
The Chapter’s web site is now regularly updated to provide up-to-date information about

new development of the Chapter.

The new EXCO list has been updated to the Hong Kong Police for registration purpose. A file
outlining the changes was sent to the Office on 20 November 2013. An updated EXCO list
and Minutes of the Macau AGM has also been sent to the Government office on 5 June
2014.


http://www.acei-hkm.org.hk/

Interested parties can now send email to the Chapter for enquiries and contacts. The
address is enquiry@acei-hkm.org.hk A new mailing address for Hong Kong contacts has
been registered on 20 November 2013. The address is: P.O. BOX 70282, Kowloon Central
Post Office, Hong Kong, CHINA. The Macau address remains unchanged: P.O. BOX 575, Largo
de Senado, Edificio Sede da DSC, Macau, CHINA.

An Exchange Programme has been organized by the Chapter under the assistance of Mr.
Titus Li and William Ma in July 2014 to school participants from Macau. The Programme,
which carried an aim to facilitate school practitioners to conduct school ceremony, drew a
number of about ten Macau visitors to a Hong Kong kindergarten on a one-day visit. The
group joined a school-end ceremony of the kindergarten and participated in discussions
after the end of the Programme. Details can be seen from the relevant report in this
Newsletter.

The Chapter will also join with Chinese Society for Environmental Education and co-hoisted
an “International Exchange Conference on Environmental Education and the 5™ Cross-Straits
& Four Regions Sustainable Development Education Forum 2014”The Forum carries a main
theme on “Towards our Common Future: Environmental Education and
Interdisciplinary Links” and will be held from 14-16 November 2014 in Peng
Tung, Taiwan. [2014 P EE R BRI 205 B2 1la BE B 15 50 BRI A e o B2 55 7 feel W R Y
ok S AU e A8 [m) T 2L (B Y R A R IR 0 1S R IECE &5 ] M William Ma

and Mr. Titus Li, our Deputy Presidents, will coordinate the event in Hong Kong and Macau.

The Chapter has two meetings in April and August 2014 with a Hong Kong Education
Publisher to discuss potential collaboration on a series of ECE booklets. It is planned the
Chapter shall form an editorial team and invite interested parties to write on various ECE
issues focusing on a selected theme in each booklet of the series in coming two to three

years.

Besides educational matters, the Chapter has also been highly responsive to appeals of
natural disasters. The Chapter has made monetary donations to four worldwide natural
disasters. The donations were made through International organizations to Taiwan, Africa;
Japan and most recently to the Philippines. A total of HKS8000 (about USS1000) was
donated to help the Philippines in 2013.

31 August 2014
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Country Liaison Annual Summary

Liaison Name: Michael C.K. Kam
Country: Hong Kong and Macau
Date submitted: April 20, 2014

I.  Overview

Hong Kong and Macau are both located on the south coast of China, and have been colonies
of United Kingdom and Portugal. China regained the sovereignties of the two former
colonies and established two Special Administrative Regions (SARs) of the People Republic of
China (PRC) in years 1997 and 1999 respectively. The two SARs retain much of their
economic, political and social systems as in pre-colonial years. Koo (1999)[1] argued Macau
was part of Portuguese empire in the 16th century and chiefly used for ship anchoring and
repair and later as a trade port for trading with China and southeast Asian countries. Hong
Kong Island was ceded to United Kingdom in 1841; Kowloon Peninsula was added to the
annexation in 1860, whereas the New Territories were leased for 99 years in 1898. It is the
contingency of expiry of the lease treaty triggered the bilateral negotiation between United



Kingdom and China and resulted in the signing of Sino-British Agreement in 1984 to return
the whole territory (Hong Kong Island, Kowloon Peninsula and New Territories) on July 1,
1997. Similar talks between China and Portugal and resulted in the signing of
Sino-Portuguese Agreement in 1987 to return the sovereignty to China on December 20,
1999.

The two regions enjoy much of their freedom in designing their educational systems. To
adapt to the status as SAR, Hong Kong has been undergoing rapid changes in all aspects of
education. The changes include restructuring of educational system from 6+3+2+2+3
(primary, junior secondary, senior secondary, matriculation and tertiary) to 6+3+3+4 with
one more year of senior secondary education before proceeding to tertiary education, and
the extension of one year in university education. There are accompanied changes in
examination systems with Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE) examination replaces
Certificate in Education (CE) and Advanced Level (AL) examinations; the extension of
university education from three years following British system to four years as adopted in
most countries (Koo, Kam & Choi, 2003)[2].

There are not many changes in educational system in Macau. Most of the schools in
Macau are private schools. There are only a few government or public schools. Macau
does not have its own unified educational system for the time being, although the
government attempts to unify the educational system, such endeavour is difficult and needs
fervid negotiation. In general, there are three types of educational systems - Chinese
system with 6 years primary education, 3 years junior secondary education, and 2 or 3 years
senior high school education; British system with 6 years primary school education, 3 years
junior secondary school education, 3 years secondary school education, and 2 years for
matriculation; Portuguese system with 4 years for their basic education, 5 years for their
junior secondary school education, and 3 years for their senior secondary school education.
At present, the Macau government has unified the educational system with three years
infant education, six years primary education, three years junior education. As for senior
education, students can choose ‘Grammar schools’ often separated into science, arts and
commercial streams for another three years or they can continue their study in vocational

and technical education for three years.

II.  Activities
My participation as a member of Advisory Management Committee of Teachers' Centre
of Hong Kong Education Bureau helps in organising professional activities for teachers

and fostering a greater sense of unity and professionalism.



Resources and highlights in education policies in Hong Kong and Macau

Hong Kong

(1)

(2)

(3)

Program highlights on secondary education, primary education and overview of
kindergarten education in Hong Kong
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/secondary/highlights/in
dex.html

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/primary/highlights/inde

x.html

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/preprimary-kindergarten/overview/index.ht

ml

Medium of Instruction (MOI) policy

Hong Kong Government defines its language policy as enhancing bi-literate (Chinese
and English) and tri-lingual (Cantonese - mother tongue, Putonghua - national
language, and English) abilities of students. The government initiated the
Native-speaking English teachers (NET) to enhance the learning and teaching of
English in public sector primary and secondary schools; to provide additional
teaching posts to all eligible aided primary school since 2001/02 school year to
strengthen library services and to support Extensive Reading Scheme in both
Chinese and English languages. For details please see:

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-secondar

y/moi/index.html
Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS)

The program was introduced in September 1991 to encourage non-government

secondary schools which have attained a sufficient high educational standard to
join the DSS by providing subsidies in order to enhance the quality of private school
education. From 2000/01 onwards, eligible aided primary schools were allowed to
join the DSS. Traditionally private schools are inferior to public schools
(government and aided schools); because they depended mostly on the school fees
collected in providing education services. Almost all private schools are attracted
to join DSS. Some aided schools are also attracted to DSS, partly due to the
autonomy enjoyed in selecting students and curriculum design; though they should
principally offer a curriculum targeted at local students and prepares them for local
examination. As at September 2013, there are 74 DSS schools with 53 secondary
schools, 12 primary schools and 9 schools operate classes at both secondary and
primary levels.

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-s

econdary/direct-subsidy-scheme/index/info-sch.html
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(4) Whole-day primary schooling

Whole-day primary schools have gained general recognition for being more
effective in enhancing students’ learning and all-round development than half-day
primary schools. At present, there are more than 400 primary schools in Hong
Kong offering whole-day schooling. They are available in all districts throughout
Hong Kong. Students enjoy more diverse experiences in schools, and spend about
7 hours at schools. Schools can enjoy more flexibility in time-tabling and include
more extra-curricular activities and programs for students of special educational
needs.

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary/

whole-day-schooling/index.html

(5) Small class teaching
In response to parents' demands for more teacher-student interactions and
sufficient time for individual attention, small class teaching was implemented in
2009/10 school year. The initiative can improve teaching and learning for
enhancing students' academic performance, as well as to strengthen moral
education and all round development.

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary/s

mall-class-teaching/index.html

Macau

(1) Macau education system
Most of the schools in Macau are private. There are only a few government or
public schools. A basic ten-year compulsory free education is offered to those
students who have been enrolled in the schools - from children who reach age 5 to
the school year when they reach 15 years of age. Schools participated in
free-education scheme, their students can enjoy free education until they reach age
18 at junior secondary level or age 21 at senior secondary school level.

http://www.classbase.com/Countries/Macau/Education-System

http://portal.dsej.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter main page.jsp?id=37433

(2) Ten-year policy planning 2011-2020 Macau
The ten-year plan for non-tertiary education - the Macau SAR government has
implemented 15 years free education and rendered great support to improve the
school conditions, better working environment for teachers and professional
development. The policy directions for the next 10 years are to develop education
as the top priority amidst economic, social and metropolitan development, and
foster the learning society in educating next generations; a better coordination in
various constituent components of education, especially ensure the effectiveness of

compulsory and free education, increase secondary education participation rate,
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(3)

appropriate professional education and training, and a system of lifelong learning;
promote education equality through support to students from disadvantaged
families and with special educational needs; continuing diversified models of
schooling in nurturing diverse talents for Macau development.
http://portal.dsej.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter main_page.jsp?id=8342

Language policy

As a formal Portuguese colony, the official languages of Macau are Chinese and
Portuguese, whereas English plays an unofficial but significant role. English is the
medium of instruction at the University of Macau and in a number of secondary
schools. It is further complicated where Cantonese and Putonghua are widely
spoken and recognised in the SAR.

http://www.languageonthemove.com/language-tourism/multilingual-macau

http://www.dsej.gov.mo/~webdsej/www/grp db/policy/lang policy c.pdf?timeis=
Mon Apr 14 15:13:21 CST 2014&&

IV. News
Hong Kong

1.

Education Panel on Policy Address 2014 (EDB)
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr13-14/english/panels/ed/papers/ed0127cb4-323-1-e.pd
f

2. ITin education
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-s
econdary/it-in-edu/index.html

Macau

1. Policy Address for the Fiscal Year 2014 Macau
http://www2.gcs.gov.mo/policy/home.php?lang=en

2. Framework of new teaching staff structure 2014

http://portal.dsej.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter main page.jsp?id=21347

V.  Suggestions, Comments and Concerns
The Country Liaison is new for ACEI, and it can provide a platform for communication
between country liaisons to exchange their views and concerns. More importantly, it
allows us to have snapshots of what have been happening around the world and
conceptualise the likely development in various domains of education.

References:

1. Koo, R. (1999). Introduction. In Bray, M. & Koo, R. (eds.) Education and Society in

Hong Kong and Macau: comparative Perspectives on Continuity and Change (pp 1-11).
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Financial Situation
David S. K. Chan

Treasurer

Our association is a registered educational body. All committee members carry out the
administrative work and related duties on voluntary basis. Every year, a financial report is
presented in the Annual General Meeting. The same report is submitted to the ACEI
headquarter in the United States for assessing the needs and activities of this local
organization. Furthermore, the report is tabled to the Hong Kong Inland Revenue

Department as required by the law of local organization registration.

The association’s income derives mainly from three sources:

1. Sponsorship from educational bodies like The Hong Kong Teachers' Centre and the
Quality Education Fund;

2. Donation of wages from committee members after taking up educational duties; and

3. Membership fee from new members.



The financial situation is so far healthy. The income and expenditure is well-balanced. Every year,

there is no deficit and there is a considerable amount of surplus to run the association's routines.
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Conference Sessions in Taiwan in the coming November 2014

Session Descriptions
Date: 14-16 November 2014 (Friday to Sunday)

Location: National Museum of Marine Biology & Aquarium (Pingtung, Taiwan)

Theme: Towards our Common Future: Environmental Education and

Interdisciplinary Links

Conference sessions may be geared toward participants with different levels of experience,

different positions, or different school levels in education for sustainable development.

Sponsors: Chinese Society for Environmental Education, The Association for Childhood
Education International —Hong Kong & Macau
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HONG KONG.
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