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ACEI-HK&M President Report(July 1, 2007 — June 30, 2008) Michael Kam

1. Pear River Delta (PRD) Exchange Project (phase 3), November 2007 to July 2008
ACEI-HKM has been awarded the 2007/08 Education Exchange Fund by the Education Bureau
(EDB) in collaboration with Hong Kong Teacher Centre (HKTC) to conduct a project in Hong
Kong, Macao and Guangdong Province, China. This is the third time our Association has
received the award. The theme of the exchange project is on Project leaming
(research-based learning) — practice and sharing. Learned that the curriculum reform
currently implemented in Northern Guangdong has attained tremendous success, visits to
schools and sharing with students and frontline teachers were arranged. Visits had been
arranged to 3 elementary and secondary schools in Shaoguan of Northern Guangdong, 1
school in Zhuhai (a city of Southern Guangdong) and 2 schools in Macao. The highlight of the
project was the reciprocal visit by the teachers and educational administration of Guangdong
Province, Zhuhai, Shenzhen, and Macao to Hong Kong and delivered talks in the education
symposium at the Hong Kong Teacher Centre in June 2008.

2. Education Seminar on Project Learning, 7 June 2008

A seminar sponsored by the ACEI-HKM and Hong Kong Teacher Centre was organized with 50
participants. Speakers were teachers and education officials from Guangzhou, Zhuhai,
Shenzhen, Macao and Hong Kong. A sharing session was organized for students from Macao
and Hong Kong to hear the voices of beneficiaries of project learning.

3. ACEI-HKM book publication: A book has been published

A book has been published in early 2008 with editors Lo, Y.C. & Yung, M.S. (Eds.) (2008)
School Curriculum Reforms and Teachers’ Professional Development: Cases in Mainland
China, Hong Kong and Macau. Hong Kong: ACEI-HKM.

4. ACEI-HKM Website Renewal, July 2008 (website: www.acei-hkm.org.hk)
The website is periodically updated to include new development of the branch.
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5. ACEI-HKM Branch meetings and Annual General Meetings
An Annual General Meeting was convened on 8 September 2007 for the election of officials for
the new session 2007-2009. All Executive Meetings were held and completed as scheduled.

6. Visit of Professor Karen Liu, ACEI President, to Hong Kong Branch

The branch hosted a dinner sharing session with Professor Liu when she was on academic visit
to Hong Kong on November 2, 2007. Karen appreciated the achievements attained by our
branch, and suggested us to identify the niche of our ACEI branch and contribute to the welfare
and education of students. Karen was invited to present Certificates of Award to Executive
Board members of previous session (2005-2007) for their contributions and services to the
ACEI-HKM.
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The sharing with Dr. Karen Liu (President of ACEI) Michael Kam

The sharing session began at 6:00 and finished at 7:30pm. Dinner began right after the sharing
and finished at 9:00pm. Karen served as an external examiner of the Hong Kong Institute of
Education and visited the Institute as part of her service duty in November 2007.Our
Association took this opportunity to invite her to address the Hong Kong and Macau branch on
2 November 2008.

We presented a paper describing the activities of ACEI-HKM and its future beyond 2007 for her
reference. Karen appreciated the achievement of the branch and went on to describe her vision.
She is the non-American ethnic background elected to be the President of the American based
organisation ACEI since its establishment in 1892. She told the meeting that Shanghai had
already set up a branch, while Beijing and Hangzhau were in the progress of setting up their
branches. As far as she knows, branches in Asia include Hong Kong and Macau (HK&M),
Taiwan, Shanghai, and Philippines. There is no branch in Japan, Korea so far. She would like to
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establish a hub involving Taiwan, Shanghai, HK&M to hold a joint international conference in
near future. The coming international conference would be in Moscow in 2008, and the next
would be in 2011. ACEI-HQ will provide a seed money of USD3000 for the initial expenditure
such as mail expense, travelling cost and other necessary expenditure for a branch engaged to
organise international conference.

Karen reminded us to find the niche of the ACEIl. ACEIl is serving childhood focussing on
children from age zero to middle childhood (grade 9), and early adolescents. At present, she is
also an international committee member of OMEP. She distinguished ACEI from OMEP in that
OMEP is an elite group of pre-school educators. OMEP was established in 1946 from elite
pre-school educators.

Karen annotated that ACEI has quality guidelines for pre-school education. The guidelines have
been translated into different languages including traditional and simplified Chinese. She
suggested that we can use the guidelines to conduct research and collect data for reliability and
validity studies. The findings can be presented in ACEI conferences for scholar exchange.The
sharing was very fruitful and was conducted in a friendly and professional manner.

At the end of the sharing, Karen was asked to present Certificates of Award to Executive Board
members of previous session (2005-2007) for their contribution and services to the ACEI-HKM.
An honour plate for Ramsey Koo, our past and founding President who served the ACEI-HKM
for eight years, was presented to him and Ben Choi received the plate on Ramey's behalf.
Dinner began at 7:30pm with Hazel Lam of OMEP Hong Kong committee joined in.
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A visit to Singapore Ben CHOI

Mr. Michael KAM, president of the Association of Childhood Education International, Hong Kong
& Macao (ACEI-HKM), and Dr. Ben CHOI, Hon. Treasurer of ACEI-HKM were on a seminar trip
to Singapore from 21 - 24 August 2008. The seminar “Child Care Seminar 2008: Riding the
Waves of Professionalism: Outcomes for ECCE” was hosted by the Association for Early
Childhood Educators (Singapore) (AECES) at the Suntec Singapore International Convention &
Exhibition Centre. The two delegates attended a pre-seminar dinner, some seminar events, and
most important of all, made some new friends during the period of stay.

Michael and Ben have been warmly welcome by Dr. Christine Chen , the Founder & President
of the AECES and Dr. Lucy Chew-Quek, Deputy Director of AECES. Dr. Chen has kindly help to
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introduce ACEI-HKM to the seminar participants, including Mrs. Ismail Ellias, the Deputy
Director of the Family Care Branch of the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and
Sports. The group has brief but invaluable exchanges of views on education and services. The
meeting has indeed deepened mutual understanding between Hong Kong & Singapore.
Michael & Ben have also met a number of delegates who attended the dinner on 21 September.
The dinner, hosted inside the Suntec Hall, was attended by over 400 guests with the
honourable presence of Mr. A. R. Nathan, the President of Singapore. It was a wonderful &
memorable dinner gathering with good food, exciting performance by over ten groups of young
children, and a presentation of “Good Teacher’ awards. The event was well organized and
every one there enjoyed it.

During the dinner, Michael & Ben have met Dr. Rita Lucas from the Philippines. Rita is the
president of ACEI-Philippines, and she is planning a group visit to Hong Kong in coming
October. ACEI-HKM is excited to welcome the group and meet Rita again. Among others, Dr.
Minjung Lee of the Dong-Eui University, Korea has sent us a Call for Paper for the coming 5™
Biennial International Conference of Korean Society for Early Childhood Education (KSECE) in
Collaboration with World OMEP. Further detail can be viewed at www.kscec.orkr Michael and
Ben also met friends from Asian countries. One of them, Ms. Pham Minh Nguyet, is the
assistant to president of the Hanoi University, Vietnam; Ms. Juny Gunawan is from Indonesia
and Ms. Sofia Hartati is from the Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

After the dinner, Michael & Ben were greeted warmly by Ms. Wenda Ng, the executive vice
president of the Cherie Hearts Groups International PTE Ltd. The group operates kindergartens
and childcare centres and other business in Singapore. Wenda has kindly introduced to Michael
and Ben one of the childcare centres close to the Suntec Centre. The visit was interesting and
there is much to learn about childcare services in Singapore. ACEI-HKM is surely gaining much
from the visit, which opens closer contacts with professionals in the area of children education
and services. Further collaboration is a definite interest to all.

o

The dinner gathering with Rita, Michael & Ben Ben and Michael in Singapore Seminar
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~ Executive Board of ACEI-HK&M (2007-2009)
President: Mr. Michael Chi Keung KAM

Vice-President: Dr. Andrew Man Sing YUNG & Mr. Titus Siu Pang LI

General Secretary: Dr. Siu Wai WU

Treasurer: Dr. Ben Cheong CHOI

Past President: Dr. Ramsey Ding Yee KOO

Public Relations Committee: Mr. William Hing Tong MA

Publications Committee: Dr. Ramsey Ding Yee KOO & Dr. Yiu Chun LO
Research Committee: Dr. David Shing Kun CHAN

Early-Childhood Education Coordinator: Dr. Doris Pui Wah CHENG
Primary Education Coordinator: Dr. Pak Sang LAl
Secondary Education Coordinator: Dr. Timothy Wai Wa YUEN

Membership Officer: Dr. Tricia Kwok Sai WONG
o P o 3 800 0 30 80 € 0 850 85 0 B30 B3 €50 800 0 P00 B30 850 €30 00 B0 830 60 80 657 0 0 0 850 €5 070 00 00 00 0 0 0 600
2008 B IBCE B B s =N

PR B B1E 2006 5 12 A3EE T 56 92006 FFFESFEEMEILE - BUT K REZE AL ER
EHEETRUZLE RHUCR BT - BRI MIERATRRIESCE TH - PR BN AR B S R ARFIA
BTkl LR/ N - AR 25 MR T RIZE TR B A RIS 20K » MRaT e
CHREREE R E - EIEREREEKT o FERIREE HH - £ 2006/2007 SRAEHE T EMEA B
EHEETE R SE T HEREITAIEENR - SRR ISR B B T SRR ARIER R E I L - £
WA e P HER S AT - EESHRRFENSAEG EASAIEERNEE - 7£ 2007/2008 ££
) ARILERIERIR G BT oA 181 8891 » PEER 2 1 1 > BRIET(E -

BRTHE—SEE 5 FREHT  (RELRABEURTHENRES) - HEREESIER0L 0 BFTE
EREHtEE - REHERRINSRERSE BB REEE - W EBUE R T HEnEE
FEAED > BOL T IRER ) AEERE] » FREET R ORISR R B AR BT BB
MERAFRIERE - BIFEREFEA OSSR SRIEFLEYEE - BRI EERUETERTEDN
Accountability FFE » DA & AR KB ERFDE L ANEEF B R A A SER 1R > Bl
AEREENTFERMBE N E T ERERCHEATEFTFRNVERESE VA SHENEIR  FHR—
RYINEMEPRII LA > SRS msReass - E—SRmEfEEEE - 1. EFIREBUTEE
MHEAEREBEFNER > KL "EEPL, MENEEE  FRLERESE  RREETIENREFA
R - BT ORI ERTE BT BOES U - S E e m RS -

A B QLR ERERPIEETER - AHE - HRCORAY/ NI TE - -+ —HiCH#E
ERITEREE » &8N T AEEE T AP REF IS SR — RN - 2008 A E 26 2%
BAZEER T - EEHBIRTRBE S T EEE - AGRIHEERER 2008 4 6 A 7 AM
TR R ITIERR - TR ERFIEF T R =Rt (/N R EHAR ARSI ) 55
£ 60 2/ NEHEMAAERER T/ VR A F IO B R SRR B SR S RN S B A S B A R
ESNRREER IR B R AR N (BRI D a R N AR SIS AE A TR
ZHOTEE - 2008 4F 8 HHYEAERE T - MR TR A BRI L/ LA B B iR P e bR R AR 2K
AR R AR AP e Rt -

IPAGE {5+



A Book is Coming 'Ramsey Koo

Title:Education Policy, Reform, and School Innovations in the Asia-Pacific Region
Editors: Ramsey D. Koo (Past President, ACEI-HKM), Ben Cheong Choi (HKIEd), Maria Rita D.
Lucas (Past President, ACEI-Philippines), & Tak Cheung Chan (Professor, Kennesaw

State University, USA)

ACEI-HKM will publish a new book entitled Education Policy, Reform, and School Innovations in
the Asia-Pacific Region (Editors: Ramsey Koo, Ben Choi, Maria Lucas, & TC Chan) by the end
of fall 2008. The Asia-Pacific region, consisting nearly half the total human population and
heterogeneity of people, nations and communities from Asia, North America and Oceania, is
recognized as the world’s fastest-growing region in global economy and education. Over the
past decade, many countries and territories in the region have been excited by the promising -
and diversified opportunities for economic growth, socio-cultural development, and
technological advancement. In recent years, in order to meet the needs and challenges of
globalization, life-long learning, and a sustainable future for development, tremendous amount
of resources and efforts in educational reform and school innovation at various levels have
been initiated in both the public and private sectors. Nonetheless, educational change, reform,
and innovation may have different meanings, tensions, effects, and implications to different
countries, societies, and groups of people in the region.

This book will focus on educational change, policy reform, and school innovations in the
Asia-Pacific region and examine some relevant issues, debates, theoretical and practical
applications arising from the process and outcomes of education planning, reform, and school
innovations, including different approaches, strategies, formulations and implementations, as
well as the impact and challenges for continuity and changes within the educational system and
society at large. The 30 articles contributed by a variety of educators, researchers, and school
administrators are from countries and regions of the Asia-Pacific rim, including Guam, Oceania,
and the USA. A total of seven chapters in Section | deal with review of major problems and
challenges in educational policy, planning, and reform confronted by some countries in the
Asia-Pacific. Section |l which includes eight chapters examines innovations in teaching and
learning and provides some cases of effective educational practices in the classroom and
examples for program design and evaluation purpose. The integration of educational practices
linking school, university, and the community, is also expounded.

Section lll comprising five chapters focuses on language education and related issues in the

Asia-Pacific at various grade levels including pre-school children. The use of English immersion
and teacher evaluation and feedback approaches are also explored. The five chapters in
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Section IV deal with educational technology and multimedia, including development of
educational technology in China, sociological context for computers in India, and using Moodle
to support on-line learning in university courses in the Philippines and USA. Section V
comprising five chapters provides insights into teacher education and professional growth.
Authors from various countries present ideas on changing teacher images and explore aspects
of effective professional development in the larger context of teacher education and critically
examine the process by which reform and innovation will result in highly qualified teachers
capable of improving the teaching and learning environment as well as reflecting on a new
vision of educational change and professional growth.

The intended audience of this book includes teachers, school administrators and counselors,
university students and faculty staff, government policy planners, as well as researchers and
practitioners associated with comparative social policies and school reform, curriculum and
instruction, language and cultural studies, and socio-political issues in education. Copies of this
book will be sent to academic institutions, government departments, education organizations,
public and private libraries, etc. in many countries and regions across the continents.
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ACEI-Philippines and ACEI HongKong-Macau Joint Meeting (October 28 to 30, 2008)

In this joint ACEI meetings and school visitations, delegates from the Philippines will visit Hong
Kong. Aim of the visit is to share views on early childhood and primary education/programs in
the Philippines and Hong Kong. The group will visit kindergartens, primary school and teacher
training institute in Hong Kong. The sharing shall also facilitate a better understanding of the
best education practices in the regions.
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