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e En:E President’s Remarks

Dr. Ben CHOI
ACEI-HKM (2013-2015)

Ben chairing a conference session in 2012 in Macau

We have not seen each other through this ACEl — HK and Macau Newsletter

for a long while. The last issue was in October 2008. It is now time to start the
idle engine to move on. Welcome back!

Before | embark on the new journey, allow me to say a few thankful words to
my predecessor, Mr. Michael Kam, who has been the President of ACEI — HK&M
Chapter since 2007-2013. The Chapter has witnessed a number of
developments under Michael’s leadership. It continues to work earnestly for
the wellbeing of children in their educational and social development scopes.
The Chapter has also devoted some time on education to adults, like parents
and teachers, who work closely with children. We have also published a
handbook on early childhood education in 2008, a peer-reviewed academic
book on education policy and innovations in 2009; and handbooks on early
childhood education & school management in 2010. Thanks very much to
Michael and all others who have made our dreams come true. The efforts we

made are exciting and truly worth celebrating.

Thanks also to Dr. Ramsey Koo, who is the founder of the Chapter when he
came back from Sopron, Hungary after an academic trip in early June 1997.
Ramsey’s early years dedications to the development of the Chapter has
demonstrated his leadership quality and as well set a learning model to all of us.
We are certainly delighted to have Ramsey to be a team member even he is

now “at large” most of time in the US.



Our work is a life-long challenge as long as there are children who are deprived
of good and decent education, as long as there is “inadequacy” in society
because of economic, political, social, or cultural reasons. We indeed look
towards adults who work as partners with children. They are the most
“important others” of young persons who look at them as models when they
grow up. We therefore would organize educational or social activities for
parents, teachers, welfare workers and alike in order to collaborate with them
to work better for the needed children. Our missions are in line with ACEIl, as
well as most NGOs over the world.

In coming months, the new EXCO shall work on a number of new plans. We
would work to make better use of our webpage as a continue communication
between the EXCO and the outside world. It is also planned to make our
previous publications and reports more accessible to users, especially students
in the field. An e-journal of the Chapter is also under the discussion table. For a
report of activities we need a Newsletter like this one. We hope we can make at
least one issue of Newsletter each twelve months so that readers and
interested parties can have a general ideas of what has been done and what is
on from the Chapter. The Newsletter also serves as a good platform for
substantial academic articles. The chapter will continue to encourage team
members and others, especially students, to engage on academic research on
related areas. As long as the financial support is available, the Chapter looks
forwards to seeing more work to be done by members and collaborators.

ACEI-HKM received her Chapter from ACEl Headquarter in 21 July 1998 &
registered as a Society in Hong Kong in 1999. The Chapter has been well over
15 years now. Following Prof. Ambrose King, my graduate school teacher at
Chinese University of Hong Kong, who once said in his book about travels to
Heidelberg, Germany that a glimpse of history gives us solid foundations to
move on, while adhering to modernity brings us clearer directions. ACEl —
Hong Kong & Macau Chapter will follow the footsteps of predecessors and
strive with confidence to advance to a better horizon, to serve the children and
the society, both local and overseas. | believe, with the excellent qualification
and competence of our team members, the Chapter shall see another new
frontiers, regardless whatever the challenges are. We are prepared to walk

hand in hand with the society to look for a brighter future.
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First EXCO meeting at Hong Kong Institute of Education, 19 Oct 2013

From left, Titus, William, Tricia, George, Ben, Michael, Timothy & Becky
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Every Day Can Be Beautiful

Ifyou can wake up each morning
with hope in your heart

and never lose faith in your dreams...

Ifyou can meet life
with a song in your heart
as well as with a

smile on your face...

Ifyou can find delight
in life’s simple pleasures
and see the rainbow

not the falling rain...

Ifyou can get along
with those around you
respect their creeds,

yet stay true to your own...

Ifyou can give help and comfort
to the ones who need it,
and be a friend

to those who are alone...

Ifyou can make each day
a new beginning
and live the life

that you believe in...
dhen you’ll feel that wherever
you happen to be

can really be a beautiful place.

Larry S. Chengges
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Association for Childhood Education International
— Hong Kong & Macau Chapter

Web % : www.acei-hkm.org.hk
Address: c/o Dr. Dr. George NGAI, Department of Education Policy &
Leadership, Hong Kong Institute of Education, 10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, N.T.,

Hong Kong.
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